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claime 24900 Acres of Land in the Fennes in Lincolne ſbire. 


| Irſt, We claime by the Law, Vertue,and Authority of ſeverall Decrees of Sewers. 
F Secondly,we claim the ſame Equity that former Parliaments have afforded to (uch andert ge ngs, we having in this expended near $occel.to ths 
very great b«nefit of the Commonwealth, wbich we hope may merit the ſame confirmation tb Farliament bath afforded t Earl of Bedford. 
Rep.1 29% That Commiſſions of Sewers were anciently part of the Commiſion of Oyer and Terminer, * | 

: T hat they were ifluable at the Kings plealure,and that the King [as be who bud the Supreme cure of things of publike concernment) was bound to 
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rant (uck Commiſſions apoa all emergences. | "A 
Ca.Rep.10, T har this wasthe con(tant opinion, we find in our Ancienteſt Books of Common Law, That it was conſtant praiſe; we find many ſuch Commili. 
I41, ons iflucd, two efpecially, long before any Statutes now known in Exglaxd were made, they were both lent into Lincolne ſhire, and the firlt into the 


Iu ibeR'g, very parts where the Earle made his Wot ks, and at that time to bave done this very Work that the Earle bath now done. 

-- ”* But becauſe thole Commilſtoners were temporaty,to perſons ſomtimes ſtrangers in the place,and ordinarily in redreſſe of miſchiefes alrexdy hap- 
6.9.6.5, Ppcned by ſome former inundation, ſome Statutes have from timeto time enlarged the power of Commiſſions to aft as well inprevention, as redrefle, 
25 H 8.10 and appointed thoſe Commiſſions to Gentlemen living on, or near the place, who by their timely notice might prevent, and tbeir Authorities were 
—_— ©-9. made conſtant for certain number of years. ; 

* rt? The fiſt Statute tothis purpoſe we hnd in Hepry the third his time, which is as ancient #s any Statute now knowne in 
23H.85. quent Statutes have enlarged their powers in ſuch particulars as in experiencethey found neceſſary, v:z to inable them to 
23.H.8.5- receive benefit or avoid lofſe : to make new Dreivs, it they upon their view and obſervation fcand the ancient ones were t | 

ACEC a bole Taxes, or intheir diſcretians tocharge ſuch Lands perpetually,or to (cl) them tor years,or Tayle,oria Fee... 

And becaufe'the Comtiiſſioners were Gentlemen of the Countrey, not ever (o intelligent in every ſcruple of Law, it 1s by later Statutes provided, 
That their Decrecs ſhall ggt be cxaminable but in Parliament.as divers hergzofore have been;but thole Parliaments never avoided them,it they found 
the courſe taken by their Commiſſioners, might probably doe the worke, t h it was not yet really done, But on the contrary, rather then loſe the 
benefit that might chereby accrue to the State (although thoſe Commiſſioners might in ſome thing have erred in j udgement ) they did cotitirme their 
Decrces,and ſomtimes better the ContraRt in behalfe of the Undertakers, asthey did Tingdals Law, Lovelis Law, c, 

T bat thoſe Lands undertaken by the Earl of Lindſey were burtfully ſurrogaded in Hemry the fifth bis time. s ppeares by Preſentments at a Seſſion of 
Sewers at thattime, - , 

That the Earle bath parſued the moſt effeRuall courſe in doing the work,appears by As of Sewer: at a Seflion 1t D-m-ngron b+ fore Charles Braxe 
don Duke of S»ffolke,and many more cininent men in 34 H 8. who decreed the making of new Dreios inthe very tame piace : and the ame outtals 
tothe Sea that the Earlc.hath done,only the Earle hath made the ſame, and fome more, and much more capacious, and that tac Co ..milioners then 
laid the Tax generally,asthe, Commiſhoners now laid this laſt, before their Contra with the Earle. 

That upon great complaint of the Inhabitants at a Seſſion of Sewers at Sempringhans $ Eliz before the Exrle of Lincolne Lord high Adn irall of 
Englend,and many more,a generall Tax was laid for therepairing and enlarging Dreins to carry away waters that in thule 1+. n+ then anooved them, 

At another Seſſion 17 &{z.2t Swwftead, upon complaint of the CountreyFhat they were tnen more drowned then formcily ; the Commuſſioners 
then decreed the making ſuch Dreins as the Dake of S»ffo/ke and others badgecreed in Hew.8.his tinic, and ſuch as the Earle bath fince made, and 
they then laid a Tax upon the ſame Lands, but it was not paid, and lonothing was done. 

At Boxyne in 6 Facethe Commiſſioners upon their view of the great inundations that time, -laid a generall Tax for doing ſome works in the ſaid 


Fennes. | 
Reg.125, But about the 5. Car.Sir Anthony Irby, Sergeant Callic,and other Commiſſioners of Sewers,and of the Peace, then finding all former Attempts 
23H 8.5. fruitleſſe,by reaſon the Inhabitants wonld never pay the Taxes nor the Lands by reaſon of the Surrounder had no Cattell aponthem to render Di- 


Fanag-as firefle, and well undet{tanding *that the King was bound, as is exptefſed in the Preamble of all Statutes of Sewers to give direion 

in workes of this natur® and neceſſity. Thole Commiſſioners we ſaygupon thoſe conſiderations, did by their Letters remonſtrate to the 

G= 6 »« then King, the gad prokits. of dreining this Land, eng bis Majeſty to recommend ſome perſon gf Honour to contra 
with them as undertaker,ghe King was pleaſed to rec mmend the 's sſey, however before they made any contraR with the Earl, they yet 

laid another Tax of 13 $.4{d.per acre,at a Seffion at S/ceford of 35 omagzoncrs, many of thera Lords and owners, and prime Gentlemen of the 

Country,and after three years expeRancy of that,and little or none paid, Then 11.Car.leſt their endeavours ſhould have been as fruitleſſe, as form er. 

ly,at a publick Seflion of Sewers,and 1n a generall Aſſembly of Lords, Owngs and Commoners, where were 32 Commiſſioners, many Lords and 

Owners of the faif Fennes; after many propoſals and refulals,it was fully aggeed, and a perfeR contra made with the (aid Earl, that the ſaid Earl 

s ſhould bave as a reward for dreining all between Boxrae and Lince/z 24008 Acres, and afſoon as he ſhould have finiſhed that part between Bows 
and Kime. &c. he ſhould, jitve 14000 Acres as a proportionable part tor ſggnuch to be put into his poſſeſſion, when by the Commillioners it ſhould 


be adjudged dreined, ; 
The Earlc applyed bint{feto the work,and 12 Cay.at a Seſſion at a Commiſſioners beivg 24 apportioned his part out of exch particular 


Fenne, 
Ac a Seſſion at Bourn 1g; Ear. 10 Commiſſioners aſcertained the place 
4 T his Law was atter x wie (5 Car. at Sleeford by 18 Commſlioners,} 
terin the ſameyyearsdy 19 Commllioners it was viewedentirely upqhrbe place, after at a Sefſion at S/eeford the ſaid Commiſſioners did de- 


ere his proportion in every Ferne ſhould lye. 


cree e pofl.flion t [ al, Atter which, 
The Earl did inclq{e #rduild, and inbavit it,plant,plougb,ſow and reap tyo years without diſturbance, the third year the Parliament then ſicting 


and having received x clamorous Petitions from tome of the Countrey ind examined many ef their witnefles, did as they conceived juſt, grant 

Ordersfrom both HoSles, go quiet the Earls poſſe (ſon,and lecure the Crogpes then upon the Land + But the Petitioners in contempt of all;(pending 
their Petitions) violenÞlycotred and deſtroyed the Dreines, . Buildings an#Crops then ready toreap, and ofa very great value, and have ever finco 
held hs ur vs iaid Eail,an} periſhed his Works, wbich was theÞbighctt contempt that ever was done to a Pacliament ating. 


N the year 1646,afrer t ended, the Drayners did Petition the ſame Parlizm:neggreftore chem to their poſſeſſion, 1nd to ſertle the ſaid Draining as they had done Broford 


\ Leveli, and ihe Pt lamgc br reterre the bulineile unco a Committee, where all the Members had voices, t1at would come, and zfter ſeven yeart examination of all diffe- 
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rs and the Ricters,with their Councels on both ſides, þ unill that doch figes did publikely declare ro the Comwinte, char neither party had 
wK * ir be 0-008: = ory: 6 (rar BREW : Th *ihe Re r unc2 the Svlicicors and their Coungels on both fades, out of all 

| and examinztions that lay in che Cle the Commurtees hands; and acc : was by them drawn up, and cvgrs AX | - | 

fold $J1icirers and their Councels :; And this was done by Maſter Thomas Hall's adviſeywho did Alt che Slicitor for the iorers youll did approveyer every particular before 

it was entered into the ſaid Report; which was after dclivered by both Parties uno the Committegand by the Chaiceman gs»he Commirree, was ed unto the Houſe, ang 

on the reading thereof, the Parliament did Order a Bill cobe brought in, for making 1) 48 role; ile the ſaid undertakings, and did appoin: ſeyerall dayes to read the (aid 

Bill, which was tendred by Maſter Fobn Goodwin : bur that Parliament did end betore it could be perfeRed, "opens : 

Then the Drayners did Petition bis Highnefſe the Lord ProceRor,to pe: te what char Parliament bad fo neer finiſhed, and his Highneſle did referre the confideration thereof, 
unto his Councill, who after duc examination of the cauſe, by reviewing of the proceedings in Parliament, (which lay before thens) and by ſummoning of both parties, and 
hearing tem therein, after ſeven monchs examination of che bulineſſe,did paſle an Ordinance; Bur did ſpend ſo much time therein, that bis Highncſle the Lord P! or did 
nor hk fit to paſſe the ſaid Ordinance becauſe the Parliament was to ſet within two daics. $9 chat the Drayners (by the Rioters holding che poſſeſſion of cheir Eſtates Iz 

es,and by this long ſure) are become ſo wuch indebted, and fo much impoveriſhed .that they are unable to beginne the ſure anew, and mult be ruined, unicfle this Parlia» 
— Fin conſideration of their great good done tothe Nation,and in compaſſion ot their lufferings under fo long oprefſion of the Rioters and their abercers) will be now plea- 
. Parliament,or the Ordinance lately paſſed by bis Highnetſe his Councill,both which doe remain in Maſter Scobels hands, 


ſed to perfeR the firſt AR intended by that 
iſes conſidered, it is humbly conceived, that the Rioters onght not in Juſtice or Conlcience,to be rewarded for their barbarous AR of 

nin a publick worke, with > Ar yeares injeyment of the Drayners Land z nor can they in equity claim the benefit of any Ea, that . 

hive rooted up the foundation of all Law, (as much as in them lay ) by that Riot and contegypt againlt that Parliaments Order,whoſe Juſtice they 

declined,while their caule was in bearing before the Committee ? and yet thele men doe know that inthe 23 yeare of Hexry the cightb, the words 

of the Statute are ; that a Decree of Sewers ratified and confirmed by the Royall Aent under the great Seale (as Lindeſey-Levell Decrces are): t 

cannot be altered but vy AR of Parliament : And unto the ſevere inquire of 7 yeares examination before a Parliament,the Drayners bave ſubautted, 

and have been jaſtitied, and doe now againe defire the Juſtice of this Parliament in the ſaid caute, which the Rioters bave ever appealed from, 

| Sept, 5. 1654: William Kill.graw. 
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